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E must be there by Christmas time. We had arranged with our colleague, Chronos, to be 


there to the minute, as he never waits. All the passes were blocked. Neither of our 





friends, Methuen, Gatacre, and Buller could seemingly get through. . White was too occupied 
with Ladysmith to give us the slightest thought. Rhodes had gone in for mending his ways 
in Kimberley, and was carving ont fresh avenues to fortune. Baden Powell declined to leave Mafeking. 
What should we do? Invention is the child of Necessity. Where was Invention to be found? It 
resembled the peripatetic Policeman—never present when wanted. N’importe. We would take the 
wings of the morning and arrive at the Capitol. Capital! What Ho, there! Bring hither Pegasus, our 
trusty Stead—we mean steed—our equine wonder, which will not weep at surmounting any bore. Gaily we 
leapt into the saddle. We cantered, galloped, flew, up, over, and down, berg, kopje, donga, and whatever 
else came in our way. The Sun was broiling, quite a change to the weather we had left behind in Fleet Street. 
We pressed on, aud under cover of the Sun Shade got past Joubert. We soon caught sight of Pretoria, whither 
we bent our way, startling the Boers guarding the City Gate. Quickly recognising our many coloured garb 
we were greeted with a smile, which broadened into a grin of expectation. In our merriest tones We 
commandeered them to lead us into the presence of their President, Oom Paul Kruger. Dismounting, We 
were lead by Mr. Stead’s Brother Boer before the Eminent Oom. He frowned. He glared. He spoke. 
‘‘ You bave been making a laughing stock of me.’’ ‘“ WhatamI?” ‘ Am I a Sovereign International State ?”’ 
‘‘ My dear Sir,’’ We replied,” ‘‘ Time will solve that Conundrum.” ‘In the meantime, let us present you with 
Our Scheme for governing the Uitlanders.’’ Hearing the word present, the Dutch for bribe, Paul instantly 
protruded his hand. In it We placed a crimson and gold bound quarto volume. Eagerly he consulted its 
pages, and began to grow merry with what he read. ‘Oh! this is good,” he chuckled. ‘Could you give me 
another for my Brother Steyn?’’ he enquired. ‘Certainly; We have brought one for him.” Later on, whilst 


bidding him adieu, he said he would wire us his order for more copies of 


Molume Beventy, 


and which we promised to s(h)ell him per Lord Roberts of Kandahar, and Kitchener of Khartoum. He did 


not appear to relish my concluding communication. 
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